4 


SER MO 
of me AI Neceſſity ” 
Family-Duties, 
Preached to the 
UNITED PARISHES 


OF 
St. Mary Woolzoth, & St. Mary Woolchurch- Haw 
I N 


LOMBARDSTREET. 
By DAVID JONBS Student of 
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Joſh. 24. 15. 


IF it ſeem evil to you to ſerve the Lorl, chuſe 


you this day whom you will Serve : But, as 
for me and my Houſe , we will Serve the 
Lord. <6 


us, | | 


Firit of all , That the Service of God may have 
a great many Prejudices and ObjzCtions rais'd againſt 
it: For, It may ſeem evil to ſomg Mex to ſerve the 
Lord | 


Secondly, They inform us , that though the Secr-. 


vice of God may have ſo many Prejudices and Ob- 
jetions rais'd againſt it ; Yet, its Excellence is fo far 
beyond all things in the World, that it may be 
{ately put to any Mans Choice, whether he will jerve 


God or no. The difference between Religion and 
- Irr&ligion is fo great, that no reafonable Man can be 


at a ſtand which to chaſe: God is ſure which way 


the choice will go. And therefore he fays, Chuſe you 


this day whom you will ſerve, And therefore they give 
as to gnderſtand, 

Thirdly, That, lt notwithſtanding the Excellence 
of Religion, Men will be fo wiltully blind, as ro 
choſe Ireehizion betore 17 5 Yer, ns the Daty of. eve- 
ry Joh, it ts the Diny of every: Maſter of a Family, 
to ingage both Hinſelf” and his Family, to ferve God 


2 «painkt | 


Heſe words were ſpoken by Joſhva to the 
Children of 1ſrae{; and they do acquaint 
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Reaſon 1, 


againſt all Oppoſition to the contrary. For, If it 
ſeem 'evil to you to ſerve the Lord, chuſe you this day 
whom you will ſerve :” But, as for me and my Houſe, we 
will ſerve the Lord. 


Theſe: Three Heads of Diſcourſe would take me 
up:Four Sermons at leaſt. And therefore, the next 
Lords-Day being the Jaſt- time that I ſhall Preach 
from this place 3-1 ſhall now treat only of the laſt 
Propoſition, which" is moſt U/eful for , and moſt 
Negle&ed by. moſt Men. In treating of which, I ſhall 
ſhew you from Joſawa's Example, That, | 

Every Maſter of a Family is indiſpenſably bound. in 
Conſcience to bring up his Family in the Service of God. 
And the Reaſons of this are ſuch as.theſe. | 


First of all. The Law tells us, Det. 20. 5. That 
every Man was bound to Dedicate, or to Conſecrate, 
or to Sandtifre his Honſe unto the Lord. And the 
reaſon of the thing tells us, that it being impoſlible 


to SanFifie the Walls of a Houle, there being no. 


Sandification, properly jo - called, 1n Stone, Brick and 
Timber : Therefore, to-SarFifie a Houſe unto the 
Lord, is nothing elfe, but to be careful for the In- 


ſtruction. of a:Man's Family, and to bring it up in 


the Service of God ; that ſo, his Houſe may be God's 
Houſe, his Children God's Children, and his Servants 

God's Servants. | 
For indeed, if a Man does not inſtru&t his Fa- 
mily at Home a}l the Week long , their going to 
Church on the Lord's-day does them little or no 
good : For, the Maſter does them as much and more 
harm in his own Hoxſe , than the Miniſter did them 
good in God's Houſe. The Maſters bad Example 
Out- 
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out-does the Preachers good Preaching, though he 
Preaches with the Tongues of Men and Angels. 
The Maſter's cuſtomary Swearing and Drinking, and 
Cheating in his way of Trade, every Day 1a the Week, 
out-does a little thort tlorid Sermon, only once or 


twice a Week. And that too perhaps, deſign'd on- 
| ly topleaſe a few itching Ears, and. not to fiak down 


deep enough, and to work upon their Hearts and 
Conſciences. The Maſters negle& of Family- Duties 
which the Miniſter. prefles ſo home, and upon his 
Conſcience in Church, makes the Servant 1magin, 
that the Miniſter is ſome Preciſe, Rigid Puritan, that 
would fain oblige Men to ſuch things as Gu never 
obliged them to. For elſe ſays the Servant, My 
Maſter who is Feckon'd ſuch a Grave, Prudent and Fust 
Man in' all other things , would never be ſo unjuſt to 
God, as to deny him the ſmall Tribute of Family-Da- 
ties, if he thought they were any way due to him. And 
by this means, the Maſter infects his Servant, and 
the Servant infects his Servant when he has one; 
and ſo on to the end of the World. And thus, as 
I take it, the caſe now ſtands at this preſent time 3 
I would to God I were miſtaken in it! This Evil 
of negleting Family- Duties, .1s come to lo great a 
Head, that partly by the ſtrength of Cuſtom and 


Preſcription, which ſome Men impudemly pretend 


for it: Partly, by the Gzneral corruption of Man- 
ners : And Partly, for want of frequent and affeio- 
nate Preaching againſt-it, it will be a very hard 


matter to convince. Men of their Duty in this. 
© cale. 


And therefore , notwithſtanding it ;o my uſual 
way to ſpend much time in the Application of my 
Diſcourſes to the Hearts of Men, yet.at this time, [ 

| (hall 
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Reaſon 2. 


ſhall be forced ro apply my felf wholly to yonr 
Judgments , by endeavouring to Convince them of 
the Abſolnte Neceſſity of Family-Duties , without e- 
ver applying my 1ſclf to raiſe and to ſtir up your Af- 
feions, which maſt be referved to ſome other op- 
portunity, and ſome other Hand. 


Secondly The Character that God gave Abraham: 
was this: I kzow him 5, that is, I approve of him, I 
commend him for-what I know in him : 1 krow hizz 
that he will command his Children and his Honſhold 
after him, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord to do 
Taftice and Judgment, Gen. 18. 19. This was one of 
onr Father Abraham's greateſt Commendations. And 


therefore without all doubr, it made up the preat- 


eſt, or at leaſt, a very conſiderable part of his 
bounden Daty and Service. And therefore alſo, if 
ever we will be the true Sons of our Father Abra- 
ham, We nnſt do-the Works of our Father Abraham ; 
and among the reſt, we are more efpecially bound 
to do this Work of his, we are to command onr 
Childten and oor Heuſhold after #59. We are to take 
care for them againſt that rime, when we ſhall be 
dead and gone, Ieft our Memoty ſhould Stink and 
Rot among Men. We arem our Lite-time to take 
care what ſhall become of them after our Death. 
We are to command them to keep the way of the 
Lord.to do Juſtice and Judgment. And we are to 
bring them up in the Service of God. And there- 
fore we find, that when Chriſt had converted Zac- 
chens, he ſaid , This day is Salvation come to this 
Honſfe, foraſmmch at he alſo is the Son of Abraham, 
Luke 19. 9. Mark #t all yon Mafters of Families : 
Chriſt does not fay, this Day 1s Salvation come to 

this 
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this Man Himſelſ: But, it is come to this Max's 
Howſe allo 3 his whole Houſe, as well as himſelf 
was to be ſaved by his Salvation. And if you 
would know the reaſon of it, he tells you in 


the very next Words, that the reaſon of it was 


this; The Maſter of that Houſe was the Son of Abra- 


ham 3 and therefore, be was bound to bring up his Fa- 
mily in the Service of God, as his Father Abraham 
had done before him. For, if Peter, or any one elle 


that is Chief or Head of a Place, do fall away from 


his Duty 3 then, others allo. 3 yea, a very Barnabas 


' himſelf will. be drawn away too. And therefore, 


tho he himſelf diſcharge his own Duty well enough; 
yet, if he takes not care, that all under him dif: 
charge theirs alſo, he is guilty of their Sin. God 
never increaſeth a Man's Family, but at the ſame 
time he increaſeth his Charge and his Care tao. It is 
not enough for a Maſter of a Family to do the Daty 
of a Man ; buthe muſt alſo do the Duty of a Ma- 
ſter of a Family. And chus, it is not enough for a 
Conſtable , or a Church-warden, or a Juſtice of 


Peace to do the Duty of a Maſter of a Family, and _ 


to look after his own Atairs at home ; but he muſt 
alſo do the reſpedive Duties of Conſtable, Church- 
warden, or Juſtice of Peace. 


| Thirdly. The Fourth Commandment commands Reaſcr ;. 
_ every Maſter of a Family to take care of his Son and 


Daughter 3 his Man-Servant and Maid-Servant yea, 
and even of the very Cattle and Strangers that are 


within his Gates, that is, within his Juriſdiction or 


ProteQtion. And certainly 3 That God, who com- 
mands every Maſter of a Family to take care of his 
Servants, does much more command him to take 
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care of his Children. And that God , Who" com- 


mands,every Maſter of a Family to take care of his 
Cattle hd his Strangers, that is, his Lodgers and his 
Sojourncrs, does n.uch more command him to take 
care of his Servants, For, a Chriſtian Servant ts 
really more than a Servant, he is above a Servant, he 


_ #5 a Brother beloved, Philem. 16. Yea rather, There x 


no difference between either Bond or Free : for, we are 


all but one in Chriſt Jeſus, Gal. 3. 28. 


Keaſon 4. 


Fourthly. Every Maſter of a Family is bound to 
do as much Good as he can in his Generation : Or, 
as the Scripture ſpeaketh, of the Patriarch David, 
he is bound to ſerve his Generation. And whoever 
that Maſter of a Family is, who does not bring up 


his Family in the Service of God, he does not bring - 


itup to ſerve his Generation: Bat, he is ſo far from 
lexving it, that he does it all the Diſlervice imagina- 
b 


le. For, as Ariſtotle obſerveth in his Politicks, Fa- 


milies are the:firſt Societies in Nature, and they are 
the Ground and Original of all the reſt. Families are 
the Nurſeries and: the Seminaries of a Common- 
wealth. They are the ſame to a Kingdom, that a 
Fountain 1s to the Streams that low trom it : Or that 
a Caxſe is to the EffeFs that come from it. And as 
the Streazrs can never be good when the Fountain 


| is bad; and as the EfeFs can never be good when 


the Cauſe is bad : So likewiſe, No Kingdom can ever 
be good as long as the Families of the Earth are out of 
eonr ſe. | | 

And therefore, the beſt, and indeed, the only way 
to make Godly Pariſhes, and Godly Countries, and 
Godly Kingdoms,is,to begin where we ought to begin. 
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It is in the firſt place, To make Godly Families. 
And therefore, a Miniſter is} not only bound to 
Teach his People in Publick, but he is alſo to Teach 
them in Private: He 1s not only to go and meet them 
in God's Hoxſe, but he 1s alſo to go and meet them 
in their own Houſes, if he may be admitted with- 
out any extraordinary Rudeneſs offered to his Per- 
fon and Meſiage : He is to go from Houſe to Houſe, 
4 and to ſet up a Godly,and a StriF Diſcipline in their 
Families. And let no Man imagin that he has not | 
Authority enough to do this. For, St. Paxl did it, | 

AFs 20. 20. And what he did, is written for our 

in{truCtion, that we might do fo too. Aflure your ? 
ſelves, Every Miniſter has as much Power to de- | 
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call them to an account for the Improvement of 

their Spiritual Talents, as any Gentleman's Steward 
has to call tor, and demand his Maſters Renrs from | 
D his Tenants, Matth.21. 24. And Wo be toUs if we | 
do not exerciſe this Power! And Wo be to them bw 

that will not ſitter us to put it in Execation ! Bat 
ſerve us, as thoſe [Vicked and Barbarow Husband- 
men ferved the Lor:!'s Servants, who went to de- ; | 
wand the Fruits of iheic Lord's Vineyard, . either | | 
beat us, or ftone ws, or kill 5, Or ſend ws away em: 

pty, and caſt us out of the Vineyard, ver. 35, 29, 

From the Familics 1t 1s, that Vertue or Vice, a 
v090d or a bad Example, does firſt arile, and ipread 
it ſelf both far and near. And theretore, the Fa- 
milies are to be caretuily looked after in the firſt . 4 
place. One Altheiſtical Family js enangh to 1nfet the 
whole Neighbourhood, It ſendeth a Son ito one 
Houſe, a Daughter into another, a Servant into ano- 
ther, and ſfoine Budy or other almoſt into every 
: Houle. 


mand God's Rent out of every Houſe, that 7s, to / 
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——Houſe, - Atid every one of them; like ſo many in- 


Reaſon &. 


fe@ed+:Perſons,” do poyſor and inteR'a!ll thoſe with 
whom they converſe.'But what do I'fay; that'one A-' 
theiltica} bamily is-enough to'infet the whole Neigh- 
bourbood > When it is plain, That Oe Man,0ze Jero- 
baamis enongh to infe the whole Church and State,and 
to make all-Iſrael to fon, 'even for many Ages after his 
Death. One Achan troubled all T/-aet,and brought a 
ſevere 'Judgment upon them” all by his own fable 
Treſpals, : Jo. 7. thronghont the'Chapter. ' One 1n- 


ceſtuous Corinthian made' alt the Church 'of Corinth 


to be pyfſed up, and involved them all in his Fault, 
becauſe they had him 'not Excommunicated, 1 Cor, 
5. 2. Qne infected 'Member infects all the reſt. And 
we Chriſtians are all of us bat ſo' many Members one 
of another: And therefore,” The care' of one, "ought 
to reach to, and affeF& ns all, Rom. 19.5. 15. E 


Fifthly, No Maſter of a Family can have any A(- 
ſurance of his-own Goodneſs, 1mleſs he endeavour 
to makeall his Family good as well 2s himſelf.” He can 
have no -ſure fign of 'Grace in . himſelf, unlefs he en. 
deavour to make all -about him to' grow 1n' Grace. 
For, even- Nature teacheth us, that if a Needle be 
but touched with a Loadſtore, it will draw others a- 
long with it. And the very-Birds of the Air teach 
its the ſame Leſſon. And why ſhould not I ſend 


_ . you to them for Inftrudtion, as ' Solomon ſends the. 


Sluggard to the Ant for Good-Husbandry ? "The' ve- 
ry Birds of the Air reach us the ſatne Leſſon : For, 
they no ſooner find a little heap of Corn themſelves, 


but they preſently Chirp 'and' call their Fellows to 


come and partake with them. * And therefore we 


find, that God does frequently make this to be the 


mark © 
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mark of, a ſound Chriſtian that. is himſelf thoroughly 
Converted, , when his Care reachk«th unto his Fami- 
ly,, and he endeavours to Convert. that as well as 
himſelf. For, the Mark of Abrahar''s goodneſs was, 
that he would command his Children and his Houſh9!d 


after. him. The Mark - of Joſoua's' goodneſs was, that 


ke and his Houſe would! ſeruethe Lord againtt all Oppes 
tion. The Mark of Zacchews his goodnets was,” that 
he would ſave his Houſe as well as himfelj. The Mark 
of Cornelius the Centurion's goodnels was, that he was 
a_Devout Man, and one that Feared God with all hjs 
Hoyſe..,, The Mark of .Lydi« and the Jaylor's good- 
nefs, was, that they ard their Honfholds were Baptized. 


The Mark of Criſpus the chict Ruler of the Syna- | 


gogue's goodneſs was, that. he belitved on the Lord, 
with all his, Houſe. Yea, and the Mark of-the- No» 
ble-Man of Capernaum's goodnels was , that he him- 


ſelf. believed and his whole Houſe, Neither Men nor 


temen, neither, Rich nor Poor, neither Noble- Mes, 
nor Rſers nor. Faylors ,, no, nor yet- the-very Sol- 
dierg ot, thoſe Times, thought it below then to'look 


after, and to inſtruc their Families in the Fear -of 


God. Yea, and Holy David, though he were a 


King, did not think it below him to perform the 
ſame, good Office to his Family.” (For, ſo careful was 
he upon this account, . that he has4ete us the whele 


101 Plalm as a Pattern for all Maſters of Families to ' 


walk, by... And yet, alas !\ How mach is this Daty 
negle&ed,; by .all forts of Men: now-a-Cays , which 


. was heretofore ſo zruch, if not Univerſally Praftic'd; 


- Bat however, let the negle&t of in be what it will, 


yet (ure it.1s, 3t, thon .do{t not do- all thou canſt to 


make thy whole Honſe good. as, well as thy felt, thou * 


haſt no good Aflurance that thou thy {elf art a good 
B'a Man. 
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Anſw. 


Man. And therefore we find in Exod. 12, 48. That 


no Proſelyte might preſume to come to the Paſſover, 
unleſs bis whole Houſe as well as himſelf were Cir- 
cumciſed, and profeſſed the Jewiſh Religion, And how 
few then ſhould now come to the holy Sacrament, it 
this Law, as well as its Equity were ſtill in force? And 
we find allo, that God would have Killed Moſes in 
the Inn, in his way to Egypt, becauſe he had not 
Circumciſed his Son, Exod. 4. 24. The great Con- 
cern of his Embaſſage, and the great Haſte it re- 
quir'd,could not poſhbly have preveiited his Death,it 
bis Wite had not preſently Circurncited his Sen. God 
never truſts them with any Pullick, Aﬀairs, who are neg- 


 ligent in their Private Capacities. And we find fur- 
ther in Dent. 30. 2, 3. That the [ſraclites had no 


hope of ever returning from Captivity, unleſs their 
Children as well as themſelves would return unto 


the Lord, and obey his Voice. 


But theſe you'll ſay, are all of them O1d Teſta- 
ment Proofs z. and what do thoſe atte& you who 
are not under the Severe Diſcipline of a School- 
Maſters Rod , but the Milder Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt ? | + 


But thanks be to God for it, neither Chriſt nor 
his Goſpel do in the leaſt diſingage you from Fami- 
Iz. Duties, but do rather much more Confirm and 
Eſtab):ſh them. For, St. Pawl is expreſs, 1 Tim. 3. 4,5. 
That no Man may be made a Biſhop or a Prieſt, but 
one that ruleth well his own Houſe, having his Children 
in SubjeFion with all Gravity. For, if a Man know not 
how 10 Rule his own Houſe, how ſhall he take care of the 
Church of God £ Nay, and what's a great deal more 
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than all this, St. Par tells ns plainly, 1 Tim. 5.8, 
That if any provide not for his own , though they be 
abroad and gone from him + and eſpecially for thoſe 
_ of his own Houſe, that areat Home with him, he hath 
denied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel, And 


if a Man have denied the Faith, and be worſe tharFan 


Infidel, that does not provide Food and Raiment 
for his Family, and take care for the weltare cf 
their Bodies only: How bad then is that Van that 
does not provide for the Souls of kis Famil; ? For, 
151t not worſe to [tarve the Sou), thaffto ſtarve the 
Body ? And 1s not -Eternal Death far worſe than 
Temporal Death ? And are not the (7naw/rgs of the 
mever- Dying \orm, far more intoleralle, then the cra- 
vines of an Empty Stomach? Certainly , as much as 
the Soul exceeds the Body, ſo much the worte is 


that Man that neglects the Souls of his Family, than _ 


he that neglects their Bodies, And yet, it he that 


only neglects their Bodies, have denied the Faith, and. 


be. worſe than an Infidel : Then judge you your (elves, 
what Name is bad enovgt' tor- that Man that neg- 
lets their Souls? And now, let any Maſter of a 
Family, that does not bring up his Houſe in the Ser- 
vice of God, tell Me and-this Congregation, how 
he can pretend to be a Chriſtian, when St. Par tells 
him here to his Face, that he hath demred the Faith, 
and is worſe than an Infidel. 


And it any of you ſhall be pleaſed to call me 


Raſh, Cenſcrious, Poſitive, 'Peremptory,” and I know 
not what, for paſting ſuch a ſevere Jadgment upon 
you that are guilty of this Sin, (if any of you are 
gwlty of it,) do but remember it is not my Judg- 
ment, but St. Pans: And then, if you muſt needs 
fnd faulr,Ffind fault with him. 5 and-let him anſwer 

_ for 
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__ it, and not 1. on wh Him, not to ſay —— 
t is a very ſmall thing that we ſhould be j f Tor, 
or of Mans judgment : He that judgeth ang erty} Lord, 
1 Cor. 4. 3,4. And therefore, do you fay what you 
will, I do conclude notwithſtanding, that no Ma- 
ſter of a Family can have any Afſarance of his own 
Faith; for, he hath denyed that : and conſequently. 
he can have no Aſſurance of his own Salvation nei- 
ther, unleſs he endeavour to make all his Family 
good as well as himſelf, He can have no ſure (ign 
of Grace in himſelf, unle(s he endeavour to make 
all about him to grow in Grace, 


Sixthly, A Bad Maſter of a Family makes nll his 


Farmly bad 3 or at leaſt, he is not wanting on his 
part, as far as his bad Example will go. An Adut- 
terous Maſter makes all his Family to ſerve his Luſt, 
and prompts them to Uncleanneſs. A Drunken, 
Swearing Maſter , provokes all his Family to give 
themſelves to Drinking and/ Swearing: And a Co- 


_ vetous Maſter brings the' very Root of all Evil in- 


to his Family, and infeAts them all with a ſtingy pe- 
nurions Humour, which Eats »þ the very Vitals and 
Bowels of Chriſtianity. And-ſhall not a good Mi- 
ſter. of a Family be as careful to make his Family 
good , as a bad Maſter is'to make his Family bad ? 
Shall not the good be as true 'to God, as the bad is 
to the Devil? Shall not Heaven ingage the good to 
make as many Converts, as Hell does ingage' the 


| Bad? And ſhall not everlaſting Joys be as ſtrong 
_ and. prevailing .Motives-, as everlafting Torments > | 


Oh how will the : Devil inſult over thee for this at 
the day of Judgment ! How' will he then Accyſe thee 
for. this, which- hei now provekes thee: to, and con- 

| wends 


ts 


Ce 


Of - Family;Duttes. i 


— 


mends thee tor ! And how will he-then upbraid thee. 
for, having .promoucd - hns Kingdom ot. Darknefs, . 
more than.thou did(t the. Kingdom-of Chriſt 2 Mes 
thinks I hear, and, I even tremble to hear him Plead 
againſt thee after ſome ſuch! manner as this. ! This.1 
Man was thine by Creation, O'Chriſt ; but he has made. 


himſelf mine by his own C hoice e was thine whether.1 


he would or no , he conld not hinder his Creations but.1 


he. became mint, by his own voluntary A and Deed. Thox: 


didſt Redeem him z but be preſently ſold himſelf \to me! 
for a trifle, for nothing , for worſe than nothing z, for-. 
Death, for Eternal Death. Thou didſt Dye for hin x 


\ but he, ſerved me, and.lived and tied in my Servicez'', 


in the, drudgery and flawery of 0 * And yet for all-. 


this, 1 gave him nothing, and | promiſed him nothing, -. 


ſave only the burden of . a Surfeit, or the vanity of Fame, - 


or the. filthy pleaſure of a Night, or the joys of iMads: 

neſs, hay rw ;þ a Diſeaſe , or the Hs; 
entertainment of Horror, Anguiſh 4nd Diſpair. I never... 
Swegted great Drops of Blootl for him ;,- 1 nevor Hangs, 

ed pon. the Croſs for hin s, only, when he was thine by - 
the meri of thy precious Death, he 'bccame. mine ty hys-. 

own, haſe Ingratitude. He' Swore in his, Baptiſm, to. be 
thy Soldier, .and he has forfworn himſelf a Thonſand-/.' 
times over to Fight my Battles, He ought to have made- 

his Honſe.a Honſhold of Faith, but he has made.it a - 
Den.af Thieves , - and a Cage of every uncleaw thing.- + 
None of my Servants do ſerve me thu#:. My Servants. - 
are all true. and faithful to we +, they take care that no- - 
thing be ſeen or heard in thei Houſes all the Tear long, . 


but Drinking, and Swearing, .and Ganiing, and Who- - 


ring, and Buckbiting, and ſuch like extravagaizt .Fro- 
licks, | And yet, does this 'Maſltr' of a Family pretend. - 
to be thy Servant, and ſerve me allthaawhile, and ſuffer 
| his. 
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his oye to be full of all manner of Sinners, yea, and 
prefer Sinners to his Acquaintance, to his Table, to þis 
Boſorn, to his wery Bed, before thoſe which his own * 
Conſcience cannot but tell him to be good and honeſt 
Men. And this, or ſome ſuch invidious Acculation, 
the Acculſer of the Brethren, the Devil, will certain- 
ly bring againſt thee at the Day of Judgment. And 
therefore, as thou would(t avoid it Then fo, be 
thou Now [ſure to bring up thy Family in the Ser- 
vice of God : which is the-only thing that will be a- 
ble 'to ſtop the Devil's Mouth againſt thee at thar 
great and terrible Day of the Lord. 

And here now 1 am preſently aware of a Mid- 
dling ſort of Men, who arc ncither notorious ill Liv- 
crs,nor notorious good Livers: Who neither drink 
nor ſwear, nor whore, nor keep any bad hours in 
their Families. And theſe Men content themſelves 
with a Negative.ſort of Religion. They think jt e- 
nough to eſchew Evil, and they never think of do- 
ing Good. They think it enough. to have their Fa- 
mities at home, and to give them good ordinary 
Food and Raiment,znd to keep them in pretty good 
Order 'for theic Credit and their Trade'sfake ; and 
they. never think of providing for their Immortal 
Soulks, for God's ſake, tho.they do much more de- 
ſerve, and do much more ſtand in need of their ut- 
moſt Aſſiſtance. They call them to an exact Account 
for every Farthirg that they entruſt them/with 5 8nd 
they never call them. to avy Account at all for thoſe 
innumerable Talents that God hath committed to 
their Charge. They enquire of them diligently 
what News they have khcard abroad 3 and they ne- 
ver enquire of them what good Sermon they have 
heard” at Charch, and how much the better they 

are 
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are for having heard it. They ask them, whether 
ſuch a ſtrong Place, or ſuch a Fortrels be taken or 
furrcadred ; and they never ask them whether ſuch 
a Thorn be taken out of their Fleſh, or ſuch a Sin 
taken Captive, or fach a Jericho demoliſhed, or ſuch 
a Luſt mortitied, or ſuch earthly Members crucified | h 
to the Croſs of Chriſt. They take on mightily, and 
lay on unmerciſully, it they be not alwavs at home to | 
walt on them at tk&ir Tables, and they never are at 

all concern'd whether ever they wait at God's Table, 

and go to his Altar to reccive the Blefled Sacra- | 
ment, 

And thus theſe Middling Sort of Men do keep | 


their Families at home indeed, but they do not 
. make them do any good at home. They keep them 
trom the groſler Acts of Sin, but they do not bring 
. them up to Vertue. They keep them from Drinking, | 
and Swearing, and Whoring, (and 'twere well if all | 
world but do ſo much) but thev do not bring them 
up to Read and to Pray, and to'ling Plalms 3 and | 
they do not inſtruct them in the Principles oft Religt- | 
ory Catechizing them, and Reading and expound- | | 
ing the Scriptures to them, as far as thev are | 
able. | | | 
Sure I am, Theſe and ſuch like Godly Exerciſes | 
were *conſtantly wed in thoſe Late Tires , which | 
ſome Men have learned to call Hypocritical, But ; | 
how deſervedly, let them look to it. For, none is 
able to diſtinguiſh a Hypocrite from an Howeſt Mar , 
unleſs he can do as Go does, Search the Heart, And ki 
it our Religion does not Exceed, yea, does not E- | 
qual, that of the Hypocrites, Good God, what will 
become of us! Let us have a care leſt our Portion 
| be not as good as theirs! Let us not deceive our 
ſlves'! The cloſe Hypocrite 4oes not do the Church 
_ C of 
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| of God ſo much Harm as the Profane Perſon The 
Hypocrite commendas Religion. For, nene/counter- 
feits that which is bad. But the Profane Perſon.lives 
11 open Defiance to it, and proclaims /War againſt 
Heaven, and dares the Almighty to his Face. Ahab's 
Hypocritical Repentance procured kim a great Tem- 
poral Bleſiing, even from God Hirnſelf. But we ne- 
ver read of any Blefling that God beſftowws upon a 
Man for his Protaneneſs. And therefore 

Firſt of all, Do not thou call any Times Hypocri- 
tical. For, thou doſt not know which are fo, and 
which are not ſo. And/then | 

Secondly, Do not thou preſume to negle&t Family- 


Duties, becauſe they were molt practiced in thoſe | 
Times, which thou thinkeſt molt Hyporritical, The - 


very Hypocrite's Practice of them, both juſtities and 
conmends them. For, he 1s never at the pains to 
counterfeit ought but what is good, The Devil 
- transforms himſelf only into an Angel of Light, or 
oh leaſt, ſumething elle that is better than him- 
{et | | 

Let us not therefore thus pitifully deceive -our 


ſelves any longer. The Hypocnrite's praftice of Fa- 


mily- Duties will not juſtifie, but condemn vs, and 
aggravate our Condemnation for their Negle&. God 
neither is, nor will, nop can be mocked by you. Your 
. Fins.of Omilſon are damnable as well as your Sins of 
Cormiſſon. Your omitting Family-Duties is dam- 
nable, as well as your committing Family-Sins. Men 
ſhall be damned for doing Nothing, as well as for do- 
ing Somthing that is bad. Idlencſs is mortal as well 
as Sinfulneſs And the {lothful Napkiner of his Ta- 
lent is accountable for That, as well as he that ſpends 
his Eſtate upon Eaſe, Luxury and Pomp.. Men ſhall 
be damned not ouly for Cheating, and Oppreſſing, and 
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grinding the Face of the Poor ;, but alfo,for not Alſi/ting, 


and 0t Relieving the Poor ;, for not giving them 


' Meat, Drink Cloathing and Lodeizg when they ſtand 


in necd of 1t, as too many of them do in this cold 
Seawn of the Year, 2s you heard this Morning 
from His Majeſty's Gractous Letter to the Lord Bi- 
(hop and the Lord Mayor of Loxdon,on the behalf of 
the Poor in and about this City. Which | would have 

yon all Ffednally to lay to Heart. And theretore 
I beſeech thee, yea, | beg of thee for Chriſt his 
ſake, and for thine own ſake too, that when thon 
haſt taken ſo much care to keep thy ſelf from Sims 
of Commiſſion, do not utter thy felt to be damned 
for Sins of Omiſſrovn. Thou that haſt kept thy (elf 
(rom Doine Evil, do not (utter thy felt to be un- 
done for »t doing Good, Thou thit haſt kept thy 
Family from Sin, do not ſuffer thy ſelf to-peryſh for 
not bringing it up to Vertne, It is the height of 
Miſery to have watched for the Bridegroom ti!l he 
was juſt coming, and then in the very nick of Time 
to fall atleep, and to be ſhut ont for ever from the 
Marriage-Feaſt, Te is the utmoſt diſappointment 
to full ſhort of the Prize within a ſtep of the Races 
end. There are Proverbs made on't. *'Iis a dif- 
appointment beyond Expreſtion, beyond Thought, 
beyond all things, to go to the Devil in the ſight ot 
God, and to be tumbled into Hell from Hoaven- 
Gatce, And therefore, thou that haſt taken fo 
much care with thy Family, do not maketny {clt e- 
ternally miſerable tor not taking a little more carc 
with it. Thou that haſt gone ſo far, 60 not damn 
thy ſelf for not going one ſtep farther. Do not for- 
fett Heaven for one bad Aftion, Do not forfcit E- 
ternity for nothing, for one Sin of Omillon, the Q- 
million ot Family-Dutics. . 
SHI Feventhly, 
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Reaſon 7. Seventhly, Self-love and Selt-preſervation oblige a 
Man to bring up his Family in the Service of God, 
tho he himſelf has not God in all his Thoughts. For, 
Selt-preſervation obliges a Man to avoid a Peſt- 
Houſe, or an Houle infected with the Plague : It ob- 
Jiges him to avoid all violent Torments, fuch as the 
Rack, the Wheel, and the Gal/owsz, and it never 
makes him over-fond either of Sword, Fire, or 
Faggot. And yet, the very ſame Principle that 
obligesa Man to avoid theſe and ſuch like fatal Meſ- 
ſengers of God's Wrath, does much more oblige 
him to bring up his Family in the Service of God, 
and to empty his Houſe of all Bad Livers. For, it 
thy Servant be ſick of any Catching Diſtemper, doſt 
not thou preſently get him out of thy Houſe, leſt 
Thou, and thy Wite , and thy Children, and the + 
reſt of thy. Family ſhould catch that Diſtemper 2? 
And yet, is there any Diſtemper halt fo catching, 
and halt- ſo miſchievous, as that of Sin ? And wilt 
not thou then much more get rid of a Sinful, than a 
Sick Servant ? Eſpecially, ſeeing all his Sickneſs is on- 
ly the effe&t of bis Sinfulneſs ; And it. is Charity, 
and perhaps thy Duty, to entertain thy ſick 
Servant, Which thou art never bonnd to do 
tothy finful Servant. Doſt thou harbor a Com- 
pany of Thieves or Robbers in. thy Houſe, if 
ihou haſt any thing by thee that is worth their 
ſtcaling? Doſt thou harbor a Company of Adulterers 

_ or Fornicators in thy Houſe, if thou haſt either a 
Chaſic Wife, or a Chaſte Daughter, or a Chaſte Maid 
living with thee? And yet, wilt thou harbor a 
Company of Wicked Servants in thy Houſe, that will 
rob thee of thy very Soul, and will bring the Curſe 
and the Plague of God upon thee and all thy 
Family 2 Yea, wilt thou harbor a Company of 1»- 

carnate 


—— 


Of Family-Dmtes. 


carnate Devils in thy Houſe ? For, what our Saviour 
faid of Judas. have choſen Twelve Diſciples. and behold 
owe of them is a DoIvil, is but too true of every other 
Wicked Man. he is a Devil 5 he 1s led, or rather vio- 
lently hurried on, by the ſame Spirit that the Devil 
himſelf is led by. -And art not thou atraid to keep 
a Company of Incarnate Devils m thy Houſe, when 
a little Fire or Water, or a few Thieves (hall be ready 
to make-thee at thy Wits end ? 


Eighthly, Selt-Intereſt obliges a Man to» bring up Rea/0n 8, 


his Family in the Service of God, though he him- 
ſelf careth not for God. And Dtereſt certainly will 
do much in ſuch a place as Thjs,when all other things 
fail, Where Robbing of Orphans , *Oppreſſine Wi. 
cows, Grinding the Face »f the Poor, Griping Ofury, 
and Swing out Pardons from: the State for Fxtortion : 
Where theſe and ſach like abominable Sins do reign 
at ſuch-a rate 3 certainly Izterest, yea, the very Name 
of it, will paſs for a ſtronger Argument than all 
the Power aud Demonſtration of the Spirit, And 
therefore , methimks , that this Place of all others 
ſhould be moſt remarkable for Family. Duties, which 
advance their Iztereſs even to an Hundred-ſold. 
For, if a Man be bad himſelf, yct if he have but a 
200d Servant, God will bleſs that bad Man for the 
{lake of his good Servant. For, notwithſtanding Potr- 
»bar was an Idolater, and notwithſtanding his Wife 
was an Adultreſs, and would' have committed a 
Rape upon her Chaſt Servant, that preferred the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt before the Members of juch a Lewd Har- 
lot : Notwithſtanding all theſe Villanies that were 
enough to have undone a. whole Kingdom, and 
mach more one Houle : : Yet ſtill , the Holy- Ghoſt 


is expreſs, that the Lord bleſſed! the Egyptians © 


Houſe tor Toſeph's fake. And acain, The Lord ble(- 
| ſed 
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ſed the Honſe of Obed-Edow, for the Arks ſake, 
And again, The Lord bleſſed Laban for his Servant 
Jacob's fake. And again, The Lord cured Naammr 
the Sjrian of his Leprofie, for his little Hebrew Maids 
ſake. An aoaizz, The Lord faved all the Men that 
were with Par in the Ship, for Pals ſake. And «. 
gain, The Lord would have ſaved all Sodom and 
Gomorrha for the ſake of Ten Righteous Men. And! 
in one word , whatever a good Servant putteth his 
Hand to, the Lord will proſper it in his Hand, P/z/. 
1. 3- And who then would be withour a good Ser- 
vant, or ſome other good Man in his Family, it he 
might be had cither for Love or Mony, it. he might 
- be had at any rate ? Eſpecially,ſeeing that even Sclf- 
latereſt obliges a Man to get him ſuch a one. And 
therefore , though a Man ſhould be never fo had 
-himſelt, yet even his Intereſt would oblige him, one 
would think, to bring up his Family in the Service 
of God, though he, like the Unjuſt Judge in the 
Golpel, cared neither for God nor Man, nor did at all 
value.cither Heaven or Hell. 


Reaſin 9, Lafily , Good Manners, and good Breeding, and 
common Civility, oblige a Man to bring up his Fa- 
mily in the Service of God, though he himſelf has 
no Religion at all, For, there is no Many ill-bred, 
as to invite a Friend to take a Commons with him, 
and yet provide him nothing but what he knows he 
hath a perle&t Arntipathy againſt , and what he hates 
in his Heart, and what will make him Sworn away 
at the very light of it, No Man is fo ill-bred as to 
ſerve his Friend thus. And I believe, that no Man 
is ſo ill-bred as to invite a Friend to a Place, where 
he can neither (ce, nor hear, nor ſpeak to any 'but 
what are his Mortal Enemies, and what have Mur- 


dered 
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dered his beſt and his only Friend, and what 
would Murder him alfo, if everthey mcet him. No 
Man certainly is ſo ill-bred as this comes to. And 
yet we all know, there is ſcarce a wicked Man up- 

n Earth, but what Prays ia his Houſe at ſome time 
cr other, or at leaſt ſends for the Miniſter to Pray 
with him at the point cf Death. Then at leaſt, 
cnce 11 his Life-time, the Miniſter , That Dimini- 
tive Creature he ſo often Langh#d at, and Livcl”d in all 
Faces. the Miniſter is thought fit for his Company, 
when he him{clt is fit for no Bodieselſe. And what 
is it for a Man to pray to God in his Houle ? Is it 
any thing clſe, but to delire God to come into, and 


to Bleſs his Houſe, and. to enter under his Roof, 


and to Dwell in the Terple of Fis Bouy, and to 

Sup With him, and to tran{Jate him from Death to 

Lite, and. from Earth to Heaven ? Is a Family- 

Prayer any thing elſe ? And yet ſhall that ]Vickhed Au 
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that Dunghil of Filth, his own Houſe, which he knows 
that God hates,and loaths and abhors 2 Shall that Wicked 
Ian inwite God to come into the C ompany of thoſe 
wicked Servants of his, who have Crucified his only be- 
coticn Sor, and trampled upon the Lord of Liſe, and 
counted his Blood an unholy thing , and done deſpite 
tolis Spirit of Grace ? Shall that wicked Man invite 


a Jealows Cod to come into the Company of Warns, | | 
-: 


ers and Adultercrs, whom he himſelf” will judge to 
ternal Scorchings in Hell Fire & Shall that Wicked Mar 
invipe Cod to come into that place where he ſhall hear 


limfelf Curſed and Sworn againſt, and his Name Blaſ- 


; % j . 
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phemed to his Face > Where be ſhall ſee a Swiniſh Lu/t | 


preferr'd before hint, and a Drunken Cup preferr 4 be- 
ſore the Cup of Bleſſing, and a PAINTED Jebel pre- 
ferr'd before the Charms of the Immaculate Jeſus that 


hs 
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has neither SPOT nor Wrinkle £ Would any Man that 
has cither Good Manners, or good Breeding, or any 
common Civility left him ; would any Man at all 
ſerve a Friend at fuch a rate, ſach a barbarors rate as 
this > Whar, ſend for a Friend to abuſe and affront 
him in his own Houſe, and to buffet'and to ſpit up- 
on him, and to turn him out of Doors aſloon as he 
comes, wounded , mangled, bleeding, gaſping, deacl, 
dead with the death of the Croſs? And yet, at this 


and a far worſe rate does every Man ſerve God, 


who invites him to come into his Houſe , where he 
can neither ſee nor hear any thing, but what Wounds and 
Stabs him to the Heart,and pierces his Bleeding Sides,and 
Crucifies him afreſh, and puts him again to an oper: 
ſhame. 

And now canſt thon poſſibly find in thy Heart 
to ſerve Gad thus 2 What has God done that he 


Ahouta deſerve this at thy Hands ? The very AbjeT- 


of the People that came about, and the Drunkard; 
that made Songs, and Jeſted upon Holy David, did 
not ſerve him ſo ill as thou doſt God. Nay. 
and ev'n Balaam himſclt.did. not ferve his very A; 
ſo ill as thou doſt God : He preſently faw his Error, 
but thou goeſt on ſtill in thine, and wilt not ſee it. 
Tell me ſerioufly , wherein has God offended thee 
fo much, that thou. doft thus uſe him ? Is not God 
thy Creator, thy Preſerver, thy Redeemer, thy Saviour, 
thy All? If yi thou ot any ſhare at all in him. And 
which of all theſe unſpeakable Mercies makes thee 
ſo much his Enemy # "Tis greatly to be feared, that 


\_.thou haſt not the leaſt Intereſt in God. Thou haſt 
not the, leaſt Intereſt in that Hoyſe which thou thy 


felf doſt wilfully ſet on Fire. Thou haſt not the leaſt 


intereſt in that $h/p which thou thy ſelf doſt help to 
Sink, Thou art not the Right Owner of that Child 


which 
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which thou thy ſelf doſt cauſe to be divided, and 
killed in it's Mother's Preſence. 

And it it be againſt all Good Manners. to invite 
God to come into your Houſes that you may affront 
him to his Face: Then, No Man that pretends to love 
God may preſume to keep Company with bad Men, 
where God isdaily affronted, without forfeiting all 
Claims to good Breeding. . For, can I pofhibly go 
into that Company, and can I take any Pleaſure m 
that Society, which abuſes , and kills my Friend, 
that I love as my own Soul e Tea, Is it not far worſe 
for me to take pleaſure in bad Men's Company, than 
it is for me to. be a bad Man my (elf? [s it not worſe 
for me to love a Fornicator, than i is for me to be a 
Fornicator 2 Yea verily. For ſays St. Pax! (peaking 
of Fornicators,and the Haters of God; They 4nowinz 
the Judgment of God ( that they \which commit ſuch 
things are worthy of Death ) n6t gnly do the fame, but 
have pleaſure in them that do them, Rom:1.32. From 
whence it is plain, That to take pleaſure in thoſe Men's 
Company that do bad things, is far worſe than for a Man 


tobe bad bimſelf. And' theretore for the future, take 


ſpecial care what Men and Women's Company 'you 


"take Delight in, and become Oze Fleſs with. Do 


not find fault with thoſe Men that bear their Teſti- 
mony againſt theſe things. And do' nor reckon rhoſe 
Men proud, who are refolved, by God's Grace, ## 


live and die according to theſe Rules, and to avoid 


all Familiarity with all God's Enemies, as far as they 
know them, For, how canſt thou poſlibly pretend 
; to be, the Spouſe of Is — take her for thy 
Wift, or him for thy Musband, who takes the Members 
of Chriſt and, makes them the Members of an Harlot? 
From all which it is plain, That tho thou prerendeſt 


. ko no great ſhare of _ Yet, thou pretendeſt 


' .to 
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qe are the Jeaſt obſerved. The richer thoſe 
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hat is in plain En Ker The Wore kind God is to 
them, the mare ns ind and the more ungrate! " 
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which ſhquld 7 chem! to honour od moſt, for 


havin onoured, mo much a ove their FellaWs, 
Sþ to thi eB below thetn. to, condeleerid' ſ> 


Makes the 
far as to rnd their own, Care ren much leſs ore 


Servants.'Th did not think Ry DO tHeth'to be 
their Children' in Sin, and' conſe eng to = t 


Devil 3 and yet, they think it belos them 'to bri 
f' the Living EY 


up their Children'! in the.) the Service ;of 
They did got thiok it beneath 't cth to thile their 
Children the Firebrands of fg -m the Children 


of Wrath agd,yet. the th'them to 
make their Foyt oy. nk Chiles rein and 
the Heirs of Heaven: 


And bere now, L know y well, that "theſe 
Gentile-Men , as the Stork do Marge 
ms with Il r 'teNiog them of theits fo 


c  r————R—— 
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po ops whatever they Think of i bY . we 
10W oy we -have believ- 

287 Fa ves guilty "of 4 ar ;reat 4 Failt, 
Fe "their Fa anlts, as the are in  ebile-. 
th ns we art ore'd to'tell 

gi neth or, t, thisjs not all the Rb __ and 
Lncivilicy that theſe Civil Mem, theſe Men'of Good 
Manvers , 474 \Good Preedrng are guilry For, 
it Is not. £onneh for them. to Figk* it Dow thetn- 
thoſe iy to ring Raligion into their Famiifies, 
but the 7 grguld have all others think it 'fo too. 
They w d have all others to run into the fate 
excels Coo with them(c]ves, They neither '0 to 
He en themſelves, . r ſuffer others to 20 thither, 
y their Good Will. Bur, if their Cape, their Rzze- 
ingatheir Repeliing,and C args Balli ing and Quarrel- 
7g. do perhapspermit | them Foes toover-hear 


"ls Godly Ne En beg FaPray gor a x Singfti 


fPſalms, or a he. Eaſt —, att ter Duty in 
$7 Families, the | he 1 y fay, at | That they 
po diſt rbed b by the mM, 0, «hg that they can have 


no quiet jn. their; Rouſer 19 their filly whining ; and 


( 


7 plain Terms ,, Wet, Ja v5 Lex W #, rank, 
net and Fan 700: Lf. 2 as d, what 


we uy Pars inp en, 
and Family. Tries , ſhall be enough to Un-Church 


Tins re ye ng falyn” Into ! 
en Men are hat LIE inners for following & the Ex- 


2 of the Bleſſed, Jefus, who expounded 27 thoſe 


. them in_Publick, Mark 4.34, What anAge is this thas 
. we now ligejn! When Men are counted Staxers for 
dpi as the, Primitive Chriſtians* did; for making 
their Houſes to be the Houſes of. God, and for turn- 
ing them into ſo many little, Churches and Aſſem- 


things to, hi rh Priv ate, which he had taught 


ID 2 blics 


%, 
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blies of the Saints of God, Rome. 16.5. 1 Cor. 16. 19, 
Col. 4. 15. Philem. 2. And you do not know but 
that in one of theſe Little Hutts, your Lot, the Pawn 
_ of your Peace, the Pledge of your Safety, and the 
Hoſtage of your Security , .yowr Lot may dwell. Once 
more, What an Age is this that we now live in! 
When Men ſhall be counted Hypocrites for doing 
thoſe Family-Duties, and making ſuch a neceſſary 
Proviſion for the Souls of their Children and their 
Servants, which if they do not make, St. Payl tells 
them expreſly, They deny the Faith, and are worſe 
than Infidels | And if Men are grown to ſuch an + 
extravagant, and ſuch a monftrous Height of Im- 
piety, as to reckon that to be no Breach of Daty, 
but rather a commendable Aion, which makes 
them Denyers of their Faith, yea, and makes them 
worſe than the very worſt Infidels. Good God ! What, 
will the end of theſe things be ? © © | 
' And thus I have done. But do not you think, 
that you alſo have done with what you have now 
heard. Your Work does but Begin, when mine is 
Ended. Your Work is to Do and Praiſe what I 
have deliyer'd according to God's Word, and not 
to Judge, and to Cenſure it., For, if thou judge the 
Law, thou art not a Doer of the Law, but a Judge, 
. Jam.4.11. Your Work is to Do, and not Ozly to 
Hear. Do you therefore make a Solemn Vow unto 4 
the Lord: But make it Now : Make it before you 
: ſtir from hence. Joſhna gives you, and the thing it 
ſelf requires no longer time to conſider of it. For 
fays he,. Chuſe you this day whom you will ſerve. If you 
will chuſe at all, you muſt chuſe out of hand, you 
muſt chufe to day, even Now. Now therefore do you 
' All make a Solemn Vow unto the Lord; That, if you 
| have negleted Family-Duties hitherto, you: will 
[3 | 


never: 


! 
v. 


Af 
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never negle& them for the time to come, But, what- 
ever others may doin their Families, As for Us, as 


for All Us that are here preſent, we and our Families 
will ſerve the Lord z yea, we will ſerve him againſt 


all Oppoſition to the contrary, And let all the People 
lay, Amen, Lord Jelu, Amen and Amen. 


* * 
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Reaſon 1. 


- Poſtſcript. 


HIS Diſcourſe was Made, Preached, and 

Printed for the benefit of all Men, whe- 

ther they Diſſent from, or Conform to the 

” Excellent Order of the Church of Erglazd. 

Which End that it may the better obtain, I am to 

acquaint you with a Queſtion propoſed to me ſince 

I Preached it, and the Anfwer that I gave my Friend 
that propoſed it. 

The-Q@zeſtion was this. Haw I would have Family- 
Duties performed, by the Common- Prayer- Book , or 
by a Prayer of ones own making, 'or any ones elſe ? 
And | 

The Anſwer was this. The Church of England had 
not decided either way 4s and conſequently had left 
it indifferent; and accordingly I had done ſo too. 
And therefore, ſo it were but gravely, devontly and 
affectionately pertormed , it was not very material 
whether the one way or the other. And the Rea- 
ſons of this Anſwer are theſe. | 

(Finſt of, all, There is no Learned and Sober Diſſen- 
ter,s 'that*I can hear of, who reckons the Com- 
-10n-Prayer-Book or any other Set-Form of Prayer, 
of itſelf ſimply unlawful, fo the Matter of it be good, 
and the Exprefſions plain, 'full and fignificant. For 


otherwiſe, ſo many Learned and Pious Men among 


them had never Printed any Family-Prayers, nor 
| D had 
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had the DireFory been ever made, And therefore, 
6ven accotding to the Difſerters themſelves, A Set- 
Firm # lawf as well ar a Prayer of ones onn ma- 


Aivg. ; 
Frcondly, The Aiithors of the Common- Prayer- Book Reaſon 2, 


did nevet dbſiph it for the uſe of Private Families. 
For otherwile, 4 Forir of Praver to be uſed in Pri. 
vate Honſet'eveyy Mornine and Evening, had never 
beet! Printed with our Bibles after the Srmgrng Plalars, 
And Biſhop Pajrich is expreſs in the Per face to his 
Devout Chriſtian. Th4t the Rewtrence due to the ( om 
mon-Prayer- Book will be beſt preſerved, by imploying it 
only in he Publick Divine Service z 'vr tm the Private, 


' wheye Ythete is u Prieff to Officiate. And theretore, e- 


Ven according to Church of Ezeland in 1clt, 4 
Prayer of wvty tmes mithing may be as well, if mot better 
uſed in Privide Finitles , than cven the Common- 
Prayer-Book # /elf 


Thirdly,: The 55 Canon does command all Mini- Rea/: 3, 


ſters before'their Sertmons, #0move 3he Reople to jupm 
with ther in Prayer, mort offly in that Form there 


reſcribed,. 'but alſo'td that Pet , 4s briefly .as CON 


P 

weriently they Þrazy. And it 'the \Chinch 'Commernuds 
is to do-ſo im Publick, much more does it Allow us 
To do ſo in Private. And 'therefore, even accord- 
ing 'to 'the Church of 'Erghtrd it '(elt, A Prayeraf 
ones own Making -miy be lawfully nſed in Private :ba- 
wrilies, as well as a Set-Form. And therefore, ſeeing 


theſe things are ſo'3 I Yo 
Firft of all , make 'this humble [Requeſt to all 


'Diſſenters : Steing the moſt Learned and 'the moſt 
'Pious Anthors of Four Perfwaſion have Prieted,:and 


. thereby 


" 
% 


oc” 
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thereby have Allowed the uſe of Set-Forms of Prayer 
for Family-Duties: And ſeeing that all among you 
have not the Gift of Ex tempore Prayer: Therefore 
be pleaſed to Pray to God by a Set-Form, rather 
than not Pray to him at all. When you cannot make 
a Prayer of your own, be pleaſed to make uſe of 
one already-made to your Hands : Or to make uſe 
of your own Compariſon, Take Crutches when you 
cannot go without thew. Take the Help of others, 
when you cannot help your ſelves. And that this 
1s no unreaſonable Requeſt is plain , from this fol- 
lowing Inſtance, he; 

An Ingenious and a Pious Merchant of this City, 
my Good Friend, Lodged in his Youth in a conſide- 
rable Diflenters Houſe : And after ſome Obſerva- 
tion , he perceived that he and his Family never 
went to Prayers. Upon which, he very fairly took 
his Landlord afide, and asked him the reaſon why 
he had no Family-Duries in his Houſe £ And his 
Landlord 'gave him this Ingenuous Anſwer. Iown 
my felt guilty of Sin in doing as I do, and I do not 
know how I can poſlibly avgid it. For, I cannot 
Pray Ex tempore 3 and I reckon it unlawful to Pray any 
other way, And let all Unlearned Men of that Per- 
ſwaſion lay their Hands to their Hearts, and ſee whe- 
ther this be not more or leſs their own condition # 
And that's my Firſt Requeſt. And my 


Second Requeſt is to the Church of England-Men, 
and *tis this. Seeing the Church does nor oblige you 
to uſe the Common-Prayer-Buok in your Families : 
Tea, ſceing it does rather oblige you to uſe ſome o- 
ther Prayers, wnleſs you have 4 Prieſi to Officiate: Tee, 
' farther, Secing its Canons do leave you at liberty to 


uſe 
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tte a Ser. Form, or ele, to hs a Prayer of your 
ova to the ſame E fe , as conveniently as you may < 
Tea and further yet, ſeeing it gives you this Li 
even w'Publick before your Sermonsz Then 
not youi be as ſiperſtition/ly for, as lome tew et crs. 
are {aperſtitioully a041725f Set- Forms, Let ngt thole 
that Pray Ex tempore Deſpiſe them that Ifay by a 
Form : Andlet not thoſe that Pray by a Form Judge 
them that Pray Ex tewpore. For, I do not in the 
leaſt doubt but they both do it to the Lord. And 
do not in the leaſt doubt neither, but the Lord hath 
received them both. The only Milery on't 1s this, 
We both agree oy well fvhen we underſtand one 
anothers meaning. But we ſcarce ever vouchſafe to 
pive one ancther a Mccrignn We may underſtand 
one another, Let then the Ditteaters bd{bir plete 
.led to Pray by a Herz n Our Familics, and we will . 
- come and Pray Ex ftermpore m {acirs.. Or 1 they 
cannot condeſcend to this, let them but be of te 
ſame Heart, tho they cannot be of the tame Mind 
'with us.. Let us love one another, and irecly COl- 
'veric together without any J-2 louſte Or Oulpicion. 
And then, tho .we ſhould chance tobe like Chrijts 
Coat of dion Colours, and warious Jude ments : Yet, 
we may be like it allo, Searleſr, and all of a piece, 
. knit _— in one common Bond of Charity, {ie may 
hold tle Faith in Quits of Spirit, *in te Eond of 
MN Sd in Righteouſneſs of Life. And that mis is 
.no ugreaſonable Requeit nents, is plaii jrom this 
 tollowing inftance. 
About three or tour years ago, I was ac; quan: ated 
-/Vath.a Learned, a Sober, an a Wea! hy Countgy- 
\Gindeais ot. the Church gl 423/47. | And mpon 
| SR: 22, .:,lowe - 
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ſome Aſſurances that he gave me of his. SP, 
both by Word of Mouth, and by Letter, I too 

him to be my Friend. And one Night being in his 

Houſe; and being deſired to read Prayers, I readily 
complyed with ſo good-a Motion. But, finding the 

Second Lefſon to be a difficult Chapter in the Epi- 

MFteto the Hebrews, which I my felt did not well.un- 
derſtand, I exchanged it for another, againſt the Va- -@ 
7ity of Apparel, as | thought, of more-Edification to 

ſome Perſons who were there preſent, -But the Gen- 

tleman, belike, took it ill, that I ſhout”; offer to 

' change the Chapter, and asked me the Reaſon why 

'I durſt do ſo. To which I gave theſe Anſwers. 


Firſt, I 43d not well underſtand that Chapter my 
ſelf, and *twas not very likely that his Family coul 
underſtand it better. 


A * 


Secondly, If 1'had underſtood it. better, I would 
nor have read it notwithſtanding : Becauſe, another 
-was more uſeful for ſome Perſons there preſent, whd 
were, in my Judgment, but tocvain, and light in 
their Apparel: Adding, that where-ever I, ſhould 
chance to be, I would always do-that,which would 
do moſt good to my Hearers, tho it were to my. . _ 
great Diſadvantage in this World. | 2 " 


Thirdly, 1 had/thg expreſs. Order of the: Church - 
for what I did * For, the Admonivipn to all Miniſters 
Eccleſiaſtical, Printed before the Homilies,. has theſe 
Words, Where it may ſs chance ſome one or other Chap- 
' ter of the Old Teſtament to. fall in order to be read up- 
or the Sundays or Holydays, which were better 1944 


changed. 
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changed for ſome other of the New Teſtament of more 
Eaiſication, it ſhall be well done to ſpend your Time to 


' conſider well of ſuch Chapters before-hand, whereby your 


Prudengg and Diligence in your Office may appear 5, ſo 
that y»urr People may have cauſe to glorify God for you, 
and be the readier to embrace your Labors, to your bet- 
ter Commendation, to the Diſcharge of..zour Conſciences 
and their own. 

And yet for all this, and a great dcal more to 
the ſame purpole that | then ſaid to him, he fo ſtifly 
and ſo obſtinately ſtuck to the Kalerdar, that He 
wholly diſtegarded the Edification of his Family, the 


"2Jhbarh of "Friendſhip, and the excellent Nw 0} the 


Church. 

From both which Inſtances, not to give you any 
more, [ humbly conceive, that both my Requeſts 
are not at all anreaſonable or anſeaſonable. And Gol 
of his infinit Mercy grant that they may be both 
Duly weighed, and Conſcientiouſly Praticed. And 
God grant alſo, that the Rigid and High flown Mien 
of both ſides may be Dilallowed and Diſcountenan- 
ced ! And that the Moderate and Sober Men of borh 
{ſides may be only approved and encouraged ! That _ 
ſo, Orr Moderation Ye) be known unto all Mer , 
and that our Feruſ/ale71 may be a City that isat Peace 
and flnity with its felt! And Oh bow willinaly wonl/! 


'T go and meet them half way! Tea, How mwilling!; 


would I go and meet them to their own Houſes ! And 
God grant all Men may by of the fame Mind for 
Chriſt his ſake! Amer, Amen. | 


And beſides theſe things that go cqually concern 
my Conforming and Non-Conformin? Brethren: | have 


© 2 one 


\ 


A Sermon of the Neceſſity 


————  — 


one thing more which I humbly crave leave to offer 
to the Conſideration of my Brethren the Clergy of 
the Church of England in particular , becauſe 1 con- 
_ceive it will very ninch further the Obſervation of 
Family. Duties :. And * 0s this. 

The chict _ which Family-Daties conſiſt of, 
are Reading the Sgripture, Praying and Catechizing. 
And the Rubrichbliges all Minilters to Read, in their 
reſpective Churches, Morning and Evening: Prayer, 
Every Day, as. well as Every Lord's-Day throughout 
the Year. And the Rubrick and the 59th Caron ob- 
lige them alſo to Catechize every nod. 6 Day, and e- 
very Holz. Day, (and not only 1n Lert-time,) in the 
Afternoon tor half an Hour or more, either beforc 
-. Evening-Prayer, or after the Second Leſſon. And this 
they oblige them to upon pain of Sharp Reproof for 
the Firſt Fault, Suſperſion tor the Second , and Ex- 
communication for the Third. 

Now if: Pariſh- Miniſters will not do this of "ih 
felvs;, and it the Bilhops will noc make them do 
it, by putting the Laws in Execution againſt them : 
Then, How can it be expected, that the People will do 
it in their Private Houles, when the Clergy themſelves 
will not do it in the Church of God ? How can it 
be expected, | that the People ſhould Pray and Cate- 
chize in their | arilies, when the Miniſters dare not 
Ia them to 20 (o, for tear of betraying their own 
Careleſsneſs and Bread /2 of Subſcription? No Man can 
Heartily Preach again(t that Sin. which he himſelf is 
guilty of, but his Conſcience muſt needs fly in his 
Face: And if he do,Preach again{t it a/ter ſome ſort 
or other, no Man can ſcarce beljeve a word of what 
. he lays, ſeeing his own Practice is quite contrary, 
and his Example confutes his Preaching. 
God' 


——_——_—_—_——_— —Ar—_T___— = 
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Cod knows my H-art , 1d5 nut ſay this to Caſt 
any (.ontempt upon the Clery,y ; Bur, it potſibl-, ro 
Wipe away ſome of that which,l am at! id, js Lat r00 
defervedly caſt upen too many of Us, Wiich God 
of his Infinite Mercy grant, 'for Chrilt his fakv,; -4- 
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Maliciouſly and Induſtrion/ly ſpread about concern- 
ing me, to the hindrance of my' Miniſterial Of- 
| - fice, anU the blaſting of my Reputation : Which, if any 
h Man of Common Honeſty dare but own, and ſet his Name 
| | to, and acquaimtvhe World with the, Place of his Abode, 
ſhall be ſhortly anſwer'd to the full. In the mean time, 
Silence and Pity (hall be all my Reply z and in the Words 
of my Saviour, who ſuffered many ſuch Contraditions of 
"Sinners, I do heartily 'Pray to God, ' Father forgirye them ; 
for they ao not know what they do, Luke 23. 34. _ 

Since which, 

4 There deing a Friendly Vindication of my Farewel-Ser- 
mon, ' Printed in a Sheet and a halt, by a Perſon wholly 
nnknown'to me, I do here publickly return him my hearty 

© Thanks, and-I am ready to do ſo in private too, when-e- 
ver he ſ}all be pleaſed to make himfelf known to me. 
Ws And there being an Abuſive Vindication, Printed in half 
a Sheet, and pretended to be Writ by 24y Self, and to be 
Publiſhed by my own Book.ſellers, to make it go off the bet- 
ter; I' do here openly declare, that I never Writ it, and 
that my Book-ſellers never Publiſhed it, nor knew any 


thing of it, | . 


TJ are T'wo Scurrilous and Scandalous Pamphlets 


